Dick H. Bode
July 9, 1934 - December 15, 2020

Dick Bode passed from this life after a valiant battle with Covid-19 on Tuesday, December
15, 2020. He was one of a kind, had a quick wit, and was respected, admired, and loved
by many.
Born in Bloemendaal, Holland in 1934, Dirk Hendrik Willem Bode van Ysselmonde spent
his younger years under the occupation of the Nazis. His task was helping his father
deliver messages to the Dutch Underground during World War II, and he suffered two
gunshot wounds at the hands of a Nazi soldier. They also hid Jews in their home, for
which a tree was planted in their honor at Yad Vashem, in Jerusalem, Israel. After Holland
was emancipated by American and Canadian soldiers, the family decided to make the
move to America. He proudly served in the U.S. Air Force as a green card holder,
becoming part of the Strategic Air Command and paying it forward to the Americans that
helped them to gain their freedom. He was very proud to become an American citizen,
and proudly spoke at many Veteran's Day programs and other meetings, telling his story
and proclaiming his love for America.
He met Barbara, his sister Peggy's best friend, when he was home on leave. She became
the love of his life and they married June 13, 1959. After the birth of their three children
and moves to Oklahoma and Mississippi, he and Barbara made the move to Alanreed in
1975. He was proud to be a Texan, and took pride in serving the people of the panhandle
as an insurance man, providing excellent service to his many clients. At the age of 86, he
still worked most days at his office until he became ill in mid-November. He was a member
of the United Methodist Church of McLean, the American Legion, and served many years
as the President of the School Board in Alanreed and as President of the McClellan Creek
Soil & Water Conservation District.
He loved the peace and serenity he found on the ranch, walking daily at sunset to take in
all the beauty. He will be laid to rest there in a private graveside ceremony. A celebration
of his life will be held at a later date.

He was preceded in death by his parents, a brother, Hank Bode, and a baby sister, May
Ginger Margriet Bode.
He is survived by his sweetheart of sixty two years, Barbara Bode, a daughter, Margie
Braidfoot and husband Randy of Panhandle, sons Dirk Bode and Don Bode and wife
Michele, of Amarillo, grandsons, Ben Braidfoot of Panhandle, Bo Braidfoot and wife Lynda
of Georgetown, TX, Brice Bode and Chance Bode, both of Lewisville, granddaughter Laci
Johnson of Grand Prairie and a great granddaughter, Emma Melber of Georgetown. As
the eldest child, he will also be missed by his brothers and sisters, Peggy Tous and
husband George, Tom Bode and wife Lisa, Don Bode and wife Marcia, and sister-in-law
Sherri Bode all of California, Betty Weir and husband Dick of Austin, TX, Anneke Pinkham
and husband Rob of Tyler, TX, Helen Stamps and husband Dennis of Harpenden,
England, sister-in-law DeEllen Baxter of Ashland, Oregon, and many nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends, who will miss him greatly.
Memorials may be made to United Methodist Church of McLean.

Cemetery
Bode Family Cemetery
5600 County Road 22
Alanreed, TX, 79002

Comments

“

From the moment I met Dick I liked him. We both lived for a while in a little town in
California. We didnt know each other there but met here in McLean. When ever we
would meet in the street or anywhere else we would talk about our experiences
there. He was so smart and always had good advice. He really cared for people. He
will be missed

Ella Mae Reyna - December 22, 2020 at 06:13 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss Barb and family .We've all lost a special friend. He was such
an amazing man. Rest in peace .
Shirley Armbrister - December 24, 2020 at 11:51 PM

“

Barb, and Family,
Over the last 25 years I have learned an awful lot from Dick. There wasn’t anything
that you couldn’t go to him for advice. He took care of my business better than me a
lot of times and maid sure that I was taken care of. There will never be anyone like
him and he will forever be missed by all of us. We will continue to pray for your
family.
Michael and Elizabeth Campbell

mike cimpbell - December 20, 2020 at 09:35 PM

“

Condolence to the family and so sorry to hear .he was a nice man to know

Cynthia bruce - December 20, 2020 at 05:25 PM

“

So sorry about Dick.He was a special man .Love the good times we all had .We love you
Barb and family.
Shirley Armbrister - December 24, 2020 at 11:57 PM

“

Condolence to the board family.so sorry to hear

Bill Hutchinson - December 20, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

Connia Habr lit a candle in memory of Dick H. Bode

Connia Habr - December 19, 2020 at 03:13 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about Dick’s passing. I hope the family can take comfort in knowing
that so many people thought so much of him
Larry Hadley - December 24, 2020 at 03:52 PM

